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1. Introduction
Indigenous Peoples have diverse, often negative experiences with mega-infrastructure projects. 
For Indigenous Peoples in Laikipia and Isiolo counties, the Lamu-Port-South Sudan-Ethiopia-
Transport (LAPSSET) Corridor program1 is one such mega project that may portend good or 
bad for them. The LAPSSET corridor program is a flagship infrastructure project under Kenya’s 
Vision 2030. 2As conceived, the LAPSSET program will consist of a road and standard gauge 
railway line and oil pipeline will run parallel for 1720 km (1, 720 miles) from Juba, South Sudan 
and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to a 32-berth seaport in Lamu in the Indian Ocean, Kenya. It will also 
include oil refineries in Lamu and Isiolo and resort cities and international airports in Isiolo, 
Turkana and Lamu.3

The LAPSSET corridor program has three objectives; to enable Kenya enhance its position as a 
gateway and transport hub to the East African Sub-region and the broader Great Lakes Region; 
to reduce Kenya’s over-reliance on the Northern Corridor and to open up Northern Kenya that 
has been historically marginalized. It is estimated that the LAPSSET program will benefit over 15 
million people directly and 100 million people indirectly.

Isiolo County will host significant components of the LAPSSET program. This include a 6500-
acre resort city, international airport and oil refinery in Isiolo, a mega dam that will sit astride 
both Isiolo and Laikipia Counties and a road, rail and oil pipeline projects that will cover 
significant portions of Isiolo and northern Laikipia. 

No specific data on the impact of the LAPSSET corridor program on Laikipia and Isiolo counties 
is available. However, there is general agreement that the LAPSSET program will negatively 
impact on Indigenous women in both Laikipia and Isiolo Counties because of various factors 
that include marginalization, illiteracy and poverty among others. 

1  Launched on 2nd March 2012, the LAPSSET program is a Government of Kenya program under the Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure. As   elements of LAPSSET will extend to 
neighbouring countries, Kenya is coordinating closely with Ethiopia, South Sudan and more recently Uganda and Rwanda to fundraise for the program. 

2  Vision 2030 is Kenya’s national long-term development blue print aimed at enabling the country achieving middle-income status by 2030. http://www.vision2030.go.ke/index.php/
vision. Further details on LAPSSET can be found at For further details, visit  http://www.vision2030.go.ke/index.php/pillars/project/macro_enablers/181 and through the LAPSSET 
Corridor Development Authority Website at www.lapsset.go.ke

3 For more on the LAPSSET Program, please visit http://lapsset.go.ke/new_site/index.php/home
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2. Objective of the study
With the objective of creating understanding and developing recommendations that will, 
hopefully, lessen adverse impacts of the LAPSSET Corridor program on Indigenous women in 
Laikipia and Isiolo Counties, Samburu Women Trust,4 with the support of American Jewish World 
Service,5 commissioned this study. 

This report summarizes the findings of the study that was undertaken between June and July 
2015 in Laikipia and Isiolo Counties. The findings were also validated in a workshop held on 5th 
August 2015 in Isiolo. 

3. Methodology
In undertaking the study, the lead consultant, with the support of 3 research assistants,6 staff of 
Samburu Women Trust7and a media person8 utilized qualitative research methods that included 
desktop reviews of available literature, field visits and interviews.

The interviews deliberately targeted political leaders and County government officials in Laikipia 
and Isiolo Counties. Random interviews with herders on the banks of Ewaso Nyiro River were 
also undertaken with the objective of capturing the common man’s voice.

Interviews were held with local provincial administrators (Chiefs), businessmen and women in 
Oldonyiro and Ewaso market centres in Isiolo and Laikipia Counties respectively. Officials from 
the National Environment Management Authority (NEMA), the LAPSSET Development Authority 
and various NGO’s were also interviewed in Laikipia, Isiolo and Nairobi respectively. 

A community meeting attended by 35 women and 38 men was held in Nantudu village, Tuale 
Location, Ol Donyiro division, Isiolo County.9The participant’s ages ranged from 30 – 65 years 
with the mean age average being 45 years. Youth were absent from the meeting as most were 
out grazing or in pursuing education far away. Women participated proactively and freely.

All interviews and the community meeting were recorded on video.10

4  Samburu Women Trust at http://www.samburuwomentrust.org
5 American Jewish World Service at https://ajws.org
6  Mali Ole Kaunga, Doracs  Ndirangu and Peter Mosiany
7 Jane Meriwas and John  Leparsanti
8 Mwangi Ndirangu.
9 See Annex  1 for a list of participants and 
10 This is available upon request 
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4. The LAPSSET Corridor program and 
indigenous women in Laikipia and Isiolo 
counties 

 Laikipia County, central Kenya (outlined in red). ‘FR’ = Forest Reserve.

‘NR’ = National Reserve. Map from Butynski & De Jong (2014). 

4•1	 	Background

Laikipia County measures 3,358 m² (8,696 km²), divided into three administrative sub-counties 
named Laikipia East, Laikipia North and Laikipia West.11Laikipia has a population of 399,227 
comprising of 198, 625 males and 200, 602 females in 103, 144 households.12 The age 
distribution is 0-14 years (42.1 %), 15-64 years (53.8 %) and 65+ years (4.0 %).13According 
to the Laikipia County Integrated Development Plan 2013-2017, “the proportion of women is 
higher than that of men in all the age cohorts except for those in the range of five to 19 years. 
It therefore means that the county will require to look into the special needs of women as they 
form the bigger proportion of the population.”14

11  For a map of Laikipia County administrative units, see http://assembly.laikipiacounty.go.ke/constituencies/
12 Kenya National Bureau of Statistics, County Statistics, County number 31, Laikipia County available at http://www.knbs.or.ke/index.php?option=com_

content&view=article&id=176&Itemid=645
13  County Government of Laikipia, County Overview available at http://www.laikipiacounty.go.ke/index.php/2015-02-16-09-14-42/goals-and-values
14 Republic of Kenya, Laikipia County, First County Integrated Development Plan 2013 – 2017, page 17 available at http://www.kenyampya.com/userfiles/Laikipia%20CIDP%20-%20

Final%20September%203%202013.pdf
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There is no desegregated data on Indigenous communities in Laikipia County. But on the 
basis of the Constitution’s definition of “marginalized groups”15 and criteria set by the Africa 
Commission on Human and Peoples Rights,16 the communities deemed indigenous in Laikipia 
include the Samburu, Dorobo, Laikipiak and Yiaku among others.

Components of the LAPSSET corridor program expected in Laikipia include the Isiolo mega dam, 
the road/rail network that proceeds to South Sudan and a dry port. The research focused on the 
potential impacts of the Isiolo mega dam on indigenous women in Laikipia. 

4•2	  The Isiolo dam and indigenous women in Laikipia 

Source: National Water Conservation and Pipeline Corporation

The proposed Isiolo dam by the National Water Conservation and Pipeline Corporation 
(NWCPC)17 will be constructed near Oldonyiro at crocodile jaws (Nkutuk Enkinyang) along 
Ewaso Nyiro River in Isiolo County.  NWCPC identified the dam as “necessary facility to supply 
water to the proposed Isiolo Resort city, Isiolo town and to regulate the flows of River Ewaso 
Nyiro.”18Though the dam will be constructed in Isiolo County, the bulk of the reservoir will be 
in Laikipia County. The reservoir will extend for 14.53 kilometres.19 The dam will be located at 
approximate coordinates 37 N 635, UTM 670 and will be 83 metres high, 1580 meters above 
sea level at the crest, and 1497meters above sea level at bed level.20It is projected that the dam 
will serve approximately 1.85 million people when complete.21

15 Article 260
16 African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights, Indigenous Peoples in Africa: the forgotten peoples? Page 9, available at http://www.achpr.org/files/special-mechanisms/

indigenous-populations/achpr_wgip_report_summary_version_eng.pdf
17 The National Water Conservation and Pipeline Corporation is a  State Corporation established under the State Corporations’ Act vide Legal Notice No. 270 of 24th June, 1988 

Cap 446 of the Laws of Kenya. See http://www.presidency.go.ke/index.php/environment-water-natural-resources?option=com_content&view=article&id=168%3Anational-water-
conservation-and-pipeline-corporation

18 National Water Conservation and Pipeline Corporation, Feasibility Study; Preliminary and Final Designs and Environmental Impact and Social Assessment for the Proposed Isiolo 
Dam Water Project, November, 2013 at page 1. 

19 Ibid NWCPC, November 2013 at page xi 
20 Ibid NWCPC, 2013 at page xi 
21 Ibid, NWCPC Feasibility Study. 
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A full Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the proposed dam has not been finalized.22 
However, interviews with local leaders, a feasibility study that includes preliminary and final 
designs of the dam and a draft EIA for the Proposed Isiolo Dam23 and community members in 
Laikipia and Isiolo counties indicate the dam will have both negative and positive impacts on the 
communities and especially women in Laikipia.

4•3	 Negative	impacts

4•3•1	 Loss	of	Land

The loss of land is the major negative impact sighted by many interviewees. The feasibility 
study indicates that upon completion, the dam will “inundate an area that is expected to extend 
for 14.53 km with a width of 2-3 km that will narrow down to 100-150 metres towards the far 
upstream. This will submerge a total of 2083 hectares.”24Coupled with the dam embankment, 
this will see the total acquisition of 2, 462 hectares.

More land will also be acquired for a power plant and switchyard. A further 6.1 ha will be 
needed for a water treatment plant and 27 ha for a conveyance pipeline. An access road to the 
dam and other dam-associated infrastructure will also necessitate more land to be acquired 
permanently.25

This will result in considerable pressure on the conservancies and pasture land in the area.

PROPOSED LAND FOR COMPULSORY ACQUISITION 

County Land Owner Av Total Land size (Ha) Proposed Land to be acquired (%)

Laikipia

Impala 22,042.22 0.617  (136.198)

Loisaba 25, 868.9 4.22  (1093.58)

Francombe 2,561.58 1.36  (35.02)

Ilmotio 3,797.04 0.039  (1.5)

Koija 7500 5.488  (411.60)

Isiolo Nalare - (399.54)

Total 61,769.74	 3.36		(2077.438)	

Source: National Water Conservation and Pipeline Corporation

22 Interview with NEMA official on 14 July, 2015. 
23 National Water Conservation and Pipeline Corporation, Feasibility Study; Preliminary and Final Designs and Environmental Impact and Social Assessment for the Proposed Isiolo 

Dam Water Project, November, 2013. 
24 Ibid at pages 66-67
25 Ibid, feasibility study at page 102 
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4•3•2	 Environmental	harm

Research team interviewing locals at proposed dam site by K. Sena

The feasibility study documents numerous environmental harms occasioned by the dam during 
and after its completions. Besides the flora, Laikipia County has a wildlife species diversity 
that includes 95 mammals, 540 birds species, 87 amphibians types and reptiles, over 1000 
invertebrates and over 700 plants species.26 No specific data is available on the potential 
impacts of the dam on these species. The feasibility report only acknowledges that “as much as 
1,993ha of conservancy land will be inundated.”27 

NEMA officials28 indicate that the inundated areas will include Ilmotiok and Koija conservancies 
in Laikipia County and Nalare conservancy in Isiolo County and four privately owned ranches 
that include Kirimun NYS Farm, Francombe, Loisaba,29 Impala,30 Olmalo,31 and Suyian.32While 
acknowledging some potential negative impact, the feasibility study down plays the 
impacts, only stating, “the area represents only about 0.25% of the 800,000 ha dedicated to 
conservation in the region and therefore the effect is not expected to be significant in terms of 
disruption of conservation.”33 Women in the area particular rely on the flora for various uses that 
include construction materials, firewood, medicine and pasture among others.

4•3•3	 Human-wildlife	conflict

Laikipia and Isiolo Counties are classified as Arid and Semi Arid Areas. Communities along the 
proposed dam site are mainly pastoralists who rely on the riverbanks for pasture especially 
during the dry seasons. Human Wildlife conflicts, through predation on livestock and retaliatory 
killing of the predators by the locals, are experienced regularly in the vicinity.34By shrinking the 
natural wildlife habitat and grazing areas for both livestock and wildlife, wildlife will move closer to 
villages, increasing human-wildlife conflict in the dam area.35

26 Laikipia Wildlife Forum, Wildlife Conservation Strategy for Laikipia County 2012-2030, available online at http://www.laikipia.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/strat_
lwf2012final3small.pdf

27  Ibid, Feasibility report at Page 110 
28 Ibid, Feasibility Study Report at page 55. The NEMA officials interviewed in Nanyuki on Thursday 9th July, 2015 requested anonymity 
29 http://www.loisaba.com/index.php
30 Impala (Impala) at http://www.mpala.org
31 http://www.bush-and-beyond.com/properties/northern-kenya/ol-malo-house/#.VbD1-WCgTds
32 Suyian Ranch at http://www.suyian.com/about/suyian-ranch.html
33 Ibid, Feasibility Study Report at page 111
34 Ibid LWF Conservation Strategy at page 44 
35 Interview with herder, on the banks of River Ewaso Nyiro River on Sunday, 12 July, 2015.
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4•3•4	 Other	Social	impacts

Borrowing from experiences from other large-scale infrastructure projects, the feasibility study 
concludes that, “the presence of a relatively large construction workforce drawn from outside 
the area may have a number of effects on the local social environment. These could include;

• A greater demand for, and pressure on, social services and facilities (e.g. health, education and 
water supply facilities and systems);

• An increase in incidence of social diseases (e.g. alcoholism, sexually transmitted diseases and 
other diseases such as tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS);

• Clashes between the workforce and local communities over construction jobs; civil disturbances; 
and

• Disturbances to the social practices and fabric of local communities (e.g. influx of job seekers; 
development of informal settlements; changes to the position of women and vulnerable groups).

The occurrence and significance of these impacts are a function of workforce size and 
composition: the larger and more foreign the workforce, the higher the anticipated social 
disturbances. The “development status” of local communities, similarly, determines the extent 
to which social disturbances may occur: the more isolated and underdeveloped the area, the 
higher the anticipated disturbances. The workforce that will be required at the Dam site is likely 
to be relatively large and could, therefore, have significant effects on local communities that are 
quiet and rural in nature. The disturbances could be highly significant.”36

It is estimated that the dam reservoir will affect about 147 households directly and 677 
indirectly.37 While the dam will directly or indirectly impact a large number of women, estimates 
indicate that women head 15.7% of households to be affected by the dam.

Table 1: Projected Dam affected households. Source NWCPC Feasibility report

COUNTY LOCATION SUB-LOCATION POPULATION HOUSEHOLDS % INUNDATION POPULATION 
AFFECTED

HOUSEHOLDS 
AFFECTED

Isiolo Oldonyiro
Oldonyiro 6972 1348 0.15% 11 2

Longopito 2856 587 0.15% 4 1

Laikipia

Ilmotiok
Ilmotiok 3166 473 3.34% 106 16

Impala 1494 486 3.34% 50 16

Oloibosoit
Ewaso 2687 549 12.54% 337 69

Kirimon 5105 1299 3.32% 170 43

 TOTAL     677 147

Other impacts include transition from pastoralism to other forms of livelihoods including 
farming, fishing and other commerce. This will erode their cultural fabric.38

36 Ibid, Feasibility Study Report at pages 101-102. 
37  Ibid, Feasibility Study Report page 105
38  Interview with Member of County Assembly, Mukogodo West, Laikipia County. Interview done on Sunday, 12th July 2015 at Koija Group Ranch. , Feasibility Study at page 113
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4•3•5	 Water	conflicts

Water-related conflicts occur in the Ewaso Nyiro basin at the several levels that include among 
water-project beneficiaries (project level); between different water-user groups (upstream 
v downstream); and between water users and environmentalists/resource managements 
(use v conservation).39 Under the constitution, all bodies of water, including dams are public 
land40vested in the national government on behalf of the peoples of Kenya and managed by 
the national land commission.41 This might lead to tensions between the County governments 
and the national government especially if the water will be exclusively available to Isiolo to the 
exclusion of Laikipia and Samburu Counties.  

4•4	 Positive impacts

However, some see major positive impacts attributable to the dam once complete. These 
include: 

a)	 Availability	of	water:	According to Hon. Lebeneyio42, “the dam will help address perennial 
water difficulties faced by communities in the area. Women especially will benefit, as they 
normally have to walk long distances for water.”43The NWCPC estimates that “the proposed 
dam project will reach out to over 92,953 individuals with safe water upon commissioning of 
the project and further 188,564 by the year 2036.”44

b)	 Alternative	Livelihoods:	According to Hon, Lebeneyio, the dam will also “help speed up 
community transition from purely pastoralism to other forms of livelihood including irrigation 
farming and fish production, while reducing inter-communal conflicts over water.”45

c)	 Tourism:	The dam will also enhance Laikipia County tourism potential through boating, 
kayaking and bungee jumping among others.46 This will be in addition to wildlife tourism.

d)	 Health	and	Hygiene: access to clean water, if provided as a result of the dam, will generally 
improve women health and hygiene in the dam area and beyond.

e)	 Reduced	conflicts: the dam will also ensure availability of adequate water, thereby reducing 
water-based conflicts.

39  Francis N. Gichuki, Water Scarcity and Conflicts: A Case Study of the Upper Ewaso Ng’iro North Basin available at http://publications.iwmi.org/pdf/H030836.pdf
40 Article 62 (1) (i) 
41 Article 62 (3)
42 Member of County Assembly, Mukogodo West, Laikipia County 
43  Interview with Member of County Assembly, Mukogodo West, Laikipia County. Interview done on Thursday, 9th July 2015 at Nakumatt, Nanyuki town.  
44 Ibid at page 59
45  Interview with Member of County Assembly, Mukogodo West, Laikipia County. Interview done on Sunday, 12th July, 2015 at Koija Group Ranch
46 Interview with County Executive Committee member for Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources, Department of Water, Laikipia County headquarters, Nanyuki on Tuesday 

13th July, 2015. 
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A sample of Indicative measures suggested by the draft EIA for mega dam

                                            IMPACTS                      MITIGATION MEASURES

Loss of vegetation, loss of 2462ha wildlife 
habitat and increased soil erosion

Compensatory parks or reserves for animals, conservation agriculture, construction of  
sand check dams and restoration elsewhere to replace trees

Loss of traditional land uses and 
livelihoods

Compensation for land and properties lost including loss of livelihoods and well planned 
camps and employment of locals

Spread of waterborne diseases Building new health clinics in the area, vector control, disease prophylaxis  and 
treatment

Dust pollution Use of water boozers to minimize dust pollution and use of dust suppressant to protect 
users

Noise pollution Noise control and traffic restrictions

Increased human-wildlife conflicts Safety provision (e.g. fencing of dam of the dam) risk education

Break up of community bonds  *

Proliferation of squatters and vagrants  *

Increase incidents of anti-social 
behaviours

 Liaise with NGOs in the project area to assist in sensitization campaigns for HIV/ AIDS 
and other sexually transmitted diseases and public health to the workforce and the local 
community
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4•5	 Challenges

4•5•1	 Consultation	and	Participation

The feasibility study indicates that initial consultations on the proposed mega dam were 
undertaken in both Laikipia and Isiolo counties in May 2013. The consultations targeted 
government officials and government agencies like the Ewaso Nyiro North Development 
Authority, several government ministries, local leaders and opinion leaders and communities 
living within the proposed dam coverage area. The report notes that, “there is a high level of 
acceptance of the dam by all stakeholders including the communities living at the site as well as 
the beneficiaries in the counties of Laikipia, Isiolo and Samburu.”47

However, the research indicates that while there is generally superficial awareness of the dam, 
there is an acute lack of in-depth knowledge at both the community and County government 
levels. At the community meeting in Nantudu for example, the research team had first to explain 
to the community about the LAPSSET corridor project generally and the mega dam in particular. 
This is despite the fact that both the road/rail to South Sudan and the mega dam will affect their 
lands and territory. Any project that affects indigenous peoples lands will have disproportionate 
impacts on indigenous women in particular. This heightens the need for deeper, targeted 
consultations with indigenous women.

4•5•2	 Land	issues	

Most of the land that will be inundated by the dam is comprised of group ranches, private 
lands and Trust land. While tenure is, on the face of it, clear in regard to the group ranches 
and private lands, there are underlying historical claims of the private lands by the indigenous 
communities living around them.48In Nantudu village, the resident Samburu community 
acknowledges that the Somali community also claims the land. Interestingly, women of Nantudu 
are in the forefront agitating for their land rights.

4•5•3	 Compensation

Though no compensation arrangements have so far been put in place or discussed, the 
approached being used in a proposed electricity transmission line can best inform things to 
come. 

The proposed Ethiopia-Kenya 500 kilo volts, high voltage direct current transmission Line49 by 
KETRACO50will originate from Wolayita Sodo in Ethiopia and traverse Kenya for 662 Km through 
Marsabit, Samburu, Isiolo, Laikipia, Nyandarua and Nakuru Counties, to terminate in Suswa in 
Narok County.51 While energy constitutes a key enabler for Kenya’s Vision 2030 and by the 
extension the LAPSSET corridor program, the transmission line is not a direct component of the 
LAPSSET program.

47 Ibid, Feasibility studies
48 The Guardian, Victims of Colonial Injustice, May, 2006 at http://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/may/03/worlddispatch.kenya
49 Also known as the Eastern Africa Interconnector (Ethiopia-Kenya). See http://www.ketraco.co.ke/projects/ongoing/ethiopia-suswa-k.html
50 Kenya Electricity Transmission Company Ltd - http://www.ketraco.co.ke
51 KETRACO, Ethiopia Kenya 500 kV HVDC (High Voltage Direct Current) Transmission Line Disclosure Document at http://www.ketraco.co.ke/opencms/export/sites/ketraco/projects/

downloads/Ethopia_Suswa_Line/Ketraco_TLine_Disclosure_Document_-_22_09_11_-_for_Ketraco_FINAL.pdf
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The transmission line will cut through Nantudu village, only a few hundred meters from the 
proposed route of the LAPSSET corridor road and rail network. KETRACOs policy in such 
situations is to compensate through the implementation of a Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) for 
project affected persons (PAPs) through a process “which is evident to be adequate, fair and 
equitable by the PAPs and other stakeholder.”52 

“Particular attention will be paid to the needs of vulnerable groups among those displaced; 
such as those who by virtue of gender, ethnicity, and age, physical or social disability, economic 
disadvantage or social status may be adversely affected by resettlement than others. They 
may also be limited in their ability to claim or take advantage of resettlement assistance and 
potential development benefits. All viable alternative project designs will be explored to avoid 
physical displacement of these groups.”53

However, reports from the community meeting in Nantudu indicate that there was no adequate 
community awareness or consultation on the compensation package. KETRACO identified only 
eight (8) households that lived within the wayleave for compensation packages that will vary 
from Kshs. 40 000 to Kshs. 80,000. For the one or two households already compensated, the 
money was given to the women of the households as the men were away grazing.

When asked where they would move to and how they would explain the move of the family 
home to their husbands,54 the women could not explain. They claimed that they were just given 
money without a proper explanation of the implications.55 The women also alleged that they 
were threatened and cajoled by KETRACO officers to receive the compensation amount.56

The community feels that the ideal compensation package would be Kshs. 500 000 for directly 
affected homesteads, and other benefits for the community at large. “At the moment, we are 
only compensating for structures on the wayleave. Plans are underway to compensate for land 
that might be taken.”57Any compensation plan should involve range management specialist 
who will be able to fairly and accurately ascertain what the community would loose in terms of 
pastures, cultural properties etc.

Such should be based on a layered resource map that will guide the avoidance of impacts, 
minimizing impacts, and then offsetting/compensating for residual impacts.

52  Ibid KETRACO Disclosure Document at page 4. 
53  Ibid KETRACO Disclosure Document at page 4 
54  Interview with community members of Nantudu village elders and women KENTRACO beneficiaries
55 Interview with KENTRACO official in Nanyuki on 11th July, 2015
56 Interview with Randy Curtis, Senior Policy Advisor, International Government Relations, External Affairs, The Nature Conservancy in New York on Tuesday 22nd July 2015.
57 Interview with KETRACO official in Nanyuki on 11th July, 2015
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5.	 Isiolo County 

5•1	 Background

Source: www.kenyamaps.com

Isiolo County covers an area of approximately 25,700 km2, of arid, semi-arid and very arid land. 
It borders Marsabit County to the North, Samburu and Laikipia Counties to the West, Garissa 
County to the South East, Wajir County to the North East, Tana River and Kitui Counties to the 
south and Meru and Tharaka Nithi Counties to the south West. Isiolo County is subdivided into 
two political units, namely Isiolo North and Isiolo South.58The inhabitants of Isiolo comprise 
mainly the Borana, Samburu, Turkana, Somali and Meru.

Other communities from other parts of Kenya will be found in the towns and markets in the 
county. The Borana, Samburu, Turkana and Somali can be considered to be the indigenous 
communities found in Isiolo County. All these communities are pastoralists and have self 
identified as “indigenous” in various national and international forums.59 According to the 2009 
Kenya National Population Census, Isiolo County has a population of 139 396 comprising of 70 
414 males and 68 982 females.

According to Isiolo County Integrated Development Plan, “Women in the County are more 

58  Republic of Kenya, Isiolo County Integrated Development Plan 2013-2017
59 Kanyinke Sena, Lamu Port –South Sudan- Ethiopia Transport Corridor and Indigenous Peoples in Kenya, International Working Group for Indigenous Affairs at page 16. Available at 

http://www.iwgia.org/iwgia_files_publications_files/0599_LAPSSET_report.pdf
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vulnerable to poverty than men. They spend most of their time searching for water and 
firewood. In addition, they do not own or control assets like livestock and rarely take part in 
decision-making, as it is a preserve of men. It is also notable that men benefit more from formal 
education, as young girls remain at home to help in household chores and herding. 

Because of this, women are not able to develop skills that enable them to find gainful 
employment or engage in business. They are therefore not able to compete with men in many 
spheres of life. There is minimal recognition of the role of women in development across a 
number of communities in the county. Primary school dropout rates are higher among girls than 
boys. Most girls never complete primary education or secondary education. Most of the girls 
are married at early ages and perform domestic chores as the boy child is more valued among 
the pastoralist.”60

5•2	  LAPSSET Corridor in Isiolo County

Isiolo County will host significant components of the LAPSSET program. As the junction City 
where the Lapsset corridor intersects, Isiolo will host a road and rail network that will connect 
with South Sudan, a similar road and rail network that will link with Ethiopia, an oil refinery, 
international airport and a resort city. 

These mega infrastructure projects will be in close proximity to key tourist attraction sites 
around Isiolo like the Buffalo Springs National Reserve,61 Samburu National Reserve,62 Shaba 
National Reserve,63 Mt Kenya National Park64 and Meru National Park.65Once complete, the 
LAPSSET corridor project will contribute an estimated 13 per cent to National Gross Domestic 
Product.66

A header on the runway - Isiolo International Airport:  Kanyinke Sena

60  Ibid, Isiolo County CIDP page 31                      
61  Buffalo Springs National Reserve at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Springs_National_Reserve
62 Samburu National Reserve at http://samburucouncil.com/reserves.htm
63 Shaba National Reserve at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaba_National_Reserve
64 Mt. Kenya National Park at http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/800
65 Meru National Park at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meru_National_Park
66 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamu_Port_and_Lamu-Southern_Sudan-Ethiopia_Transport_Corridor
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a)	 Road	and	Rail	network

The LAPSSET Corridor road and rail network will dissect Isiolo County. The main route from 
Lamu will connect to the southern parts of Isiolo and proceed towards, Laikipia/Samburu then 
Turkana, while a branch will connect with the Isiolo- Merile -Marsabit67 and proceed to Addis 
Ababa. The way leave required for the road and rail network is 200 metres. Undoubtedly, the 
road and rail network will be instrumental in opening up most of Isiolo. This will have significant 
impacts, both positive and negative, on the communities along its path, especially women. 

b)	 Isiolo	International	Airport

To enhance accessibility and economic activity in the LAPSSET corridor, the Government 
is constructing an international airport in Isiolo. Commissioned in February 2013 by former 
President Mwai Kibaki, a 2.3 km runway is already complete and the airport terminal is at 
advanced stages of completion.68It is expected that once operational, the airport will handle 
125, 000 passengers annually.69

c)	 Isiolo	Resort	city

The proposed site for the resort city in Kipsing Gap, Photo by SWT

As part of the LAPSSET corridor infrastructure, a resort city is planned for Isiolo.70According to 
the Isiolo County government, “the Isiolo resort city, by design, sits between two hills on the 
Kipsing Gap and is modeled to have a wonderful coexistence with nature with a golf course and 
tourist villages at its midst.”71 Unconfirmed media reports indicate that 6 500 acres have been 
earmarked for the resort city.72

The earmarked land is community land, held in Trust by the Isiolo County government on behalf 
of the communities in Isiolo County.73 The resort city will include accommodation facilities, 
theatres for international festivals, water sport facilities, amusement parks, art exhibition, 
skiing and golf courses. It is expected that the Isiolo resort city would spur the growth of other 
economic sectors in the area. 

67 LCDA, Highways at  http://lapsset.go.ke/new_site/index.php/highways
68 LAPSSET Authority, Airports at http://lapsset.go.ke/new_site/index.php/airports
69 Lapsset-project at http://www.bmiresearch.com/news-and-views
70 LAPSSET Development Authority, Resort Cities at http://lapsset.go.ke/new_site/index.php/resortcities#
71 Isiolo County Government, About Isiolo County at http://www.isiolo.go.ke/about/story
72 Business Daily, Isiolo resort city draws near as land mapped out, April 1, 2012. Accessible at http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/Isiolo-resort-city-draws-near-as-land-mapped-out-

/-/539546/1378048/-/80cpxz/-/index.html
73  Interview with nominated MCA, Isiolo County.
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5•3	 Key	Issues

5•3•1	 Land	rights	

The Isiolo county government holds 96 % of the land in trust for the communities in Isiolo 
County. With the land not directly linked to any particular community, multiple and overlapping 
land claims around LAPSSET corridor project sites is a major issue.74For starters, the 200 m way 
leave that the will be taken for the road and rail network will add up to a significant area. The 
resort city alone will take 6 500 hectares. More land has been taken for the airport and will be 
needed for the oil refinery and other components of the project. The procedure used to acquire 
land for the various LAPSSET projects in Isiolo is not clear.75

While these were done under the defunct Isiolo County Council, there are no records of the 
process or the compensation package received by the Council.76Insecure or unrecognized 
land rights are the foremost threats to human well-being, security, and opportunities for 
entrepreneurship and investment.77Coupled with the fact that pastoralist women traditionally 
do not enjoy property rights, indigenous women in Isiolo would face particularly hardships 
occasioned by the uncertainty of land rights in Isiolo County.78

5•3•2	 Consultation	and	Participation

“The government has never organized consultative forums with locals. Surveys for the LAPSSET 
road/rail network are being done without involving the County governments or indigenous 
communities in Isiolo. Even where the County government has tried to intervene, for example 
in Kina ward, the surveyors were not willing to cooperate or give information on the Lapsset 
undertakings. Due to lack of community engagement, the locals have started to pull out the 
boundary marks placed by the surveyors.”79 “We understand that there is a LAPSSET Community 
Development Authority Board. However, indigenous communities affected by the Lapsset corridor 
are not represented in that board. As a consequence, voices of affected communities are never 
heard in the decision-making levels of the Lapsset.80 The LAPSSET corridor program is a National 
government project and the County government of Isiolo have not been involved in anyway.81

The comments above represent the sentiments of most people interviewed in Isiolo County. 
While no one is opposed to the LAPSSET corridor projects, officials at the County government 
and the public at large have raised serious concerns about the lack of consultation and 
participation. Under the Constitution, participation of the people is among the national values 
and principles of good governance.82 This binds all State organs, State officers, public officers 
and all persons,83whenever they make or implement public policy decisions.84

Access to information constitutes a key element in public participation. Every citizen has the right 
of access to information held by the State and to information held by another person and required 

74 Ibid, Kanyinke Sena at page 16
75 Interview with nominated Member of County Assembly, Isiolo County. 
76 Ibid, Nominated MCA. 
77  Mali Asili Initiatives, Securing land rights for pastoralist women at http://www.maliasili.org/securing-land-rights-for-pastoralist-women/
78 Interview with CEO Pastoralist women for health and education at her office in Isiolo on 12th July, 2015
79 Interview with Member of County Assembly, Isiolo County at Isiolo Bomen Hotel on Monday 13th July, 2015
80 Ibid, CEO Pastoralist women for health and education
81 Interview with Member of County Assembly, Isiolo County at Isiolo Bomen Hotel on Monday 13th July, 2015. 
82 Article 10 (2) (a)
83 Article 10  (1) 
84 Article 10 (1) (c)
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for the exercise or protection of any right or fundamental freedom.85 The State is also obligated by 
the Constitution to publish and publicize any important information affecting the nation.86

The LAPSSET corridor program is one such important information especially for the people 
of Isiolo. It is recognized that the government has an established a website for the LAPSSET 
Corridor Development.87However, Internet penetration in Isiolo is low with only 164 landline 
telephone connections and around 8 % (2,090 km2) of mobile network coverage, leaving about 
92 percent of the County without mobile phone network coverage.88Low literacy rates with only 
9.7% of the population having attained secondary school education89also impedes access and 
use of the Internet. This demands that such information should be availed through alternative 
platforms like radio stations90and in local languages to expand outreach.91

5•3•3	 Conflicts	

Unsecure land tenure92 and high LAPSSET-driven community expectations have heightened 
tension and conflict in Isiolo County.93Though historically Isiolo has been a conflict prone area 
with such conflicts attributed to pastoral communities’ competition for pasture and grazing land, 
the development agenda coupled with dominant political and economic interests are the major 
drivers of current ethnic violence in the county.94

The present status of land ownership in Isiolo County is worrying; communities are living in 
fear of displacement because they don’t have any legal ownership of land.95 A briefing note by 
Saferworld,96states that;  

“Land ownership rights have been complicated by political and ethnic considerations that 
have negatively impacted the conflict context in Isiolo County. Politicians in Isiolo have 
been accused of using land ownership as a political tool, making promises about ensuring 
ownership of contested parcels of land to get support from people from their own ethnic 
communities. The tensions that relate to land claims are anticipated to increase as the 
Isiolo Resort City takes shape.”97

The conflict also has an inter-county dimension as Isiolo and Meru have unresolved boundary 
issues,98with the national government attempting to arbitrate on the dispute between the two 
Counties.99

85 Article 35 (1) & (2) 
86 Article 35 (3)
87 www.lapsset.go.ke
88 Isiolo County Integrated Development Plan at page 12
89 Commission on Revenue Allocation, Kenya County Fact Sheets: Isiolo County. Page 10. Available at http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTAFRICA/

Resources/257994-1335471959878/Kenya_County_Fact_Sheets_Dec2011.pdf
90 Interview with Program Officer, Pastoralist Women For Health and Education
91 The World Bank, Public Participation Key to Kenya’s Devolution, 30th April, 2015 available at http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2015/04/30/public-participation-central-

to-kenyas-ambitious-devolution
92 The Standard, Politics of land to blame for Isiolo violence. 5th November, 2011 at http://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2000046179/politics-of-land-to-blame-for-isiolo-violence
93 Ibid, Nominated MCA.
94 Roba Sharamo, The Politics of pastoral violence: A case study of Isiolo County, Northern Kenya, Future Agriculture, June 2014 available at http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/pdf/outputs/

Futureagriculture/FAC_Working_Paper_095.pdf
95 Ibid, Nominated MCA.
96 Saferworld is an independent international organization working to prevent violent conflict and build safer lives. http://www.saferworld.org.uk/about/about-u
97 Saferworld, Isiolo County conflict analysis, 19th June 2015. 
98 Daily Nation, Elders want Isiolo, Meru boundary dispute resolved, 15th November, 2013 at http://mobile.nation.co.ke/counties/Isiolo-Meru-Boundary-Dispute-

Elders/-/1950480/2074094/-/format/xhtml/-/bk87aw/-/index.html
99 Daily Nation, National govt intervenes in Meru, Isiolo border dispute, 23rd December, 2013 at http://mobile.nation.co.ke/counties/Meru-Isiolo-Border-Interior-

Ministry/-/1950480/2121088/-/format/xhtml/-/13cas1v/-/index.html
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5•3•4	 Compensation	and	Benefit-sharing	

The communities are yet to understand how they will be compensated or benefit that accrue 
them from the LAPSSET project. To date, there is no clarity on who was compensated for the 
land acquired for the airport or the modalities that will be or were used to acquire land for the 
resort city, oil refinery and other LAPSSET projects. 

The constitution recognizes communal land rights100 and clearly stipulates that this right shall 
not be deprived101 without prompt payment of full and just compensation.102 The constitution 
does not what constitutes “prompt, full and just compensation.” Under the Land Act, the 
National Land Commission makes rules for assessment of just compensation.103 However, it is 
not clear how the Commission will address issues of women when such lands will be acquired 
for LAPSSET projects.

But despite these uncertainties, some community leaders opine that LAPSSET will be of 
immense benefits to the communities.104However, the nature of the benefits remains unclear 
to most people interviewed. Leaders feel that LAPSSET will create jobs and expand business 
opportunities for example the increased sale of livestock. To maximize this opportunity, an 
abattoir with a capacity to slaughter 400 cattle per day has been constructed in Isiolo.105

Other than through Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) programs, there is currently no legal 
framework for benefit sharing in such projects. The Constitution merely mandates parliament to 
enact a legislature that will ensure that investments in property benefit local communities and 
their economies.106Parliament is ensuring this through the Natural Resources (Benefit Sharing) 
Bill, 2014.107The bill aims at establishing a system of benefit sharing in resource exploitation 
between resource exploiters, the national government, county governments and local 
communities.108 The bill targets seven natural resources that include petroleum, natural gas, 
minerals, forest resources, water resources, wildlife resources; and fishery resources.109

Participation of the people shall b a key principle that shall guide distribution of benefits 
under the bill. And though the bill does not specifically mention women, the gender principle 
under the Constitution110 shall inform the nominations of persons into the Natural Resources 
Management Board111 that shall be established under the proposed law.112Appointments to the 
Board shall also take into consideration the regional diversity of the people of Kenya, including 
minorities.113It is hope that indigenous women from Isiolo will be appointed to this Board.

100 Article 40 (1) and Article 60
101 Article 40 (3)
102 Article 40 (3) (b) (1)
103 Section 111 (2)
104 ibid interview with nominated MCA.
105 Standard Digital, The Counties, Abattoir now open for business at http://www.standardmedia.co.ke/thecounties/article/2000105662/abattoir-now-open-for-business
106 Article 66 (2)
107 Natural Resources Benefit Sharing Bill, 2014 at http://kenyalaw.org/kl/fileadmin/pdfdownloads/bills/2014/NaturalResources_Benefit_Sharing_Bill__2014.pdf
108 Preamble, Natural Resources (Benefit Sharing) Bill, 2014
109 Section 3 (1)
110 Article 27
111 Section 1 (1)
112 Section 7 (5)
113 Section 7 (1) (e) & (f) 
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5•3•5	 Other	social	issues

Communities in Isiolo are afraid of losing their sources of pastoralist-based livelihoods as 
a result of diminished grazing areas due to the LAPSSET corridor projects. They are also 
apprehensive that LAPSSET will drive a high influx of immigrant communities into Isiolo. This 
might introduce a high competition for scare resources in the County. 

Land grabbing by elites, migrant communities and cartels have been noted recently in Isiolo 
County. With a high influx of immigrants, incidences of prostitution and HIV/AIDS will also 
increase. 
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6.	 Non-Governmental	Organizations	
engaged in LAPSSET Corridor issues in 
Laikipia and Isiolo

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play a significant role in raising public awareness and also 
shaping policy processes. In the context of the LAPSSET corridor, NGOs from Lamu County in the 
Coast to Turkana have engaged in LAPSSET corridor issues using different approaches. In 2012, 
Save Lamu, a coalition of community-based groups in the Lamu archipelago,114 approached the UN 
Permanent Forum for UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)115 for support in their 
effort to save the Lamu archipelago from a proposed port associated with the LAPSSET corridor. 
A UNPFII member undertook a mission116to the LAPSSET Counties that included Laikipia and Isiolo 
Counties117 and developed a raft of recommendations118 that included the need for constructive, 
focused engagement with Indigenous Peoples for the recognition, respect and protect their rights 
along the LAPSSET corridor while ensuring and the need for structures that will ensure their full and 
effective participation in all processes related to the LAPSSET corridor project. 

A LAPSSET Community Coalition was formed with SAVE LAMU acting as the Secretariat. Mr. Hassan 
Shano, nominated MCA Isiolo County in the Chairperson. Save Lamu has organized a couple of 
workshops on LAPSSET. Natural Justice119 has also facilitated in LAPSSET corridor dialogues with 
a focus on legal support and on Lamu. However, in Isiolo and Laikipia Counties, “there have 
not been targeted, specific NGOs activities on the LAPSSET corridor, other than a couple of 
workshops organized by the Pastoralist Development Network of Kenya (PDNK).120PDNK has held 
Community Consultative Forum on the LAPSSET Project and Proposed Resort City in Isiolo,121a 
meeting on Deliberations on the Modogashe Oil find and Community Roles122and organized an 
Isiolo community petition on the LAPSSET corridor.123

Organizations like the Laikipia Wildlife Forum,124 and the Northern Rangeland Trust125 have held 
a couple of dialogue meetings on the proposed Isiolo dam and KETRACO transmission lines. 
However, these were not in the context of the LAPSSET corridor program. Clearly then, there 
hasn’t been any focused NGO activities on the LAPSSET in Laikipia and Isiolo Counties. And in 
particular, there has not been any deliberations on the LAPSSET corridor and women in Liakipia 
and Isiolo Counties.126

114 Save Lamu, About us at https://www.savelamu.org/about-us/
115 United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues at http://undesadspd.org/indigenouspeoples.aspx
116 Samburu Women Trust lead consultant was the Chairperson of the UNPFII then and undertook the mission to LAPSSET counties including Isiolo and Laikipia. 
117 Kanyinke Sena, The Lamu Port-South-Sudan-Ethiopia Transport Corridor and Indigenous Peoples in Kenya, available at http://www.iwgia.org/iwgia_files_publications_files/0599_

LAPSSET_report.pdf
118  Ibid, Kanyinke Sena at pages 20-23. 
119  See Natural Justice blog at http://natural-justice.blogspot.com/2014/11/lapsset-community-forum-holds-peoples.html
120 Pastoralist Development Network of Kenya at http://www.pdnkenya.org/index.php
121  PDNK, Community Consultative Forum on the LAPSSET Project and Proposed Resort City in Isiolo, Report of Workshop Proceedings Held between September 12th and 13th 2013, 

October 2013.
122 PDNK, Deliberations on the Modogashe oil find and community roles, Shamz Hotel, Isiolo, 15th September 2013. 
123  PDNK, Isiolo community Petition on the Lamu Port, South Sudan and Ethiopia Transport (LAPSSET) corridor, Shamz hotel, October 2013. 
124 Laikipia Wildlife Forum at http://www.laikipia.org/
125  Northern Rangeland Trust at http://www.nrt-kenya.org/
126 Ibid, Interview with CEO Pastoralist Women For Health and Education.
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Fig. Community interview in Tualle
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7.	 Recommendations
Kenya’s Constitution provides strong protections and affirmative actions for marginalized 
communities generally. Our Constitution’s preamble recognizes our collective pride in 
our ethnic, cultural and religious diversity. It recognizes our commitment to nurturing and 
protecting the well being of the individual, the family, communities and the nation. It also 
recognizes our collective aspirations for a government based on the essential values of human 
rights, equality, freedom, democracy, social justice and the rule of law.127 All sovereign power 
belongs to the people and they can exercise this sovereignty either directly or through elected 
representatives.128

Besides identifying marginalized communities, recognizing their cultures and languages, and 
equality and freedom from discrimination.129 General rules of international law and any treaty 
or convention ratified by Kenya are part of the law of Kenya. This include the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR),130 the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)131 and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD)132 among others.133 The recognition of the collective rights of indigenous 
peoples is increasing being recognized as a general rule of international law.  The rights of 
Indigenous Peoples are enshrined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
adopted by the UN General Assembly on 13th September 2007.134

On the basis of the above, this study recommends the following: 

7•1	 Women	movement	building	in	Laikipia	and	Isiolo	Counties

Under the Constitution, women and men have the right to equal treatment, including the right to 
equal opportunities in political, economic, cultural and social spheres.135This applies to women 
in Laikipia and Isiolo Counties. The law provides that the State has the duty “to give full effect 
to the realization of these rights through legislative and other measures, including affirmative 
action programmes and policies designed to redress any disadvantage suffered by individuals 
or groups because of past discrimination.”136

However, rather than wait for the State to exercise this duty in relation to the LAPSSET 
corridor, it is incumbent upon indigenous women leaders in the two Counties to arise and 
build a movement to demand their rights generally and particularly in the context of the 

127 Preamble, Constitution of Kenya 2010
128 Article 1(1) & (2)
129 Article 27
130 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx
131 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights at http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
132 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CERD.aspx
133 For example Kenya is party to 16 international environmental treaties designed to protect various aspects of the environment, including biological diversity, natural resources, 

marine and coastal environment, the ozone layer, wetlands, culture and natural heritage, pollution, international trade in wild flora and fauna, and combating desertification, among 
others. 

134 Adopted by UN General Assembly through resolution number A/61/L.67 and Add.1) of 13th September, 2007 at http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
135 Article 27 (3)
136 Article 27 (6)
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LAPSSET corridor. This would involve identifying gaps and strengthening existing networks or 
establishing a network through which they can voice their concerns. Women movement building 
in the two counties would also necessitate training on and leadership building. 

7•2	 Legal	Capacity	Building	of	Indigenous	Women

The Constitution of Kenya has strong protections on women. Numerous laws have been 
developed, are under development or being reviewed to align with the constitution. The first 
step for the women to ensure that their interests are reflected in the laws is to understand what 
is already contained or being proposed in the various laws. Some of the laws being considered 
include the Community Land Bill, the Natural Resources (Benefit Sharing) Bill, Matrimonial 
Property laws, Community Land Bill etc. 

Besides building this, Samburu Women Trust will need to train paralegals that will monitor 
human rights situation of indigenous women in Laikipia and Isiolo Counties in the context of the 
LAPSSET corridor and generally. 

7•3	 Awareness	creation	&	public	participation	on	LAPSSET	issues	
Kenya’s Constitution provide for a devolved system of government “to give powers of self-
governance to the people and enhance the participation of the people in the exercise of the 
powers of the State and in making decisions affecting them”137Communities in Laikipia and 
Isiolo need more information and opportunities to participate in the decisions around the 
LAPSSET corridor in their Counties. This responsibility lies with both the National and County 
governments. 

And despite LAPSSET seen as being largely a national government program, under the 
County governments have a responsibility to ensure the integration of communication in all 
development activities138and to undertake advocacy on core development issues like the 
LAPSSET corridor program.139

Effective public participation depends on the public having accessing to accurate and 
comprehensive information.140Under the Constitution, every citizen has the right of access 
to information held by the State to information held by another person and required for the 
exercise or protection of any right or fundamental freedom. This includes information on the 
LAPSSET corridor program. 

Samburu Women Trust should therefore seek out and share this information with women 
and the broader population in Laikipia and Isiolo counties. Information in displacement and 
compensation plans, benefits, etc. Samburu Women Trust should also work with the County 
governments of Laikipia and Isiolo on more targeted trainings on LAPSSET, radio programs, and 
awareness raising posters/bill boards among others. 

137 Article 174 (c) 
138 Section 93 (a), County Government Act, 2012
139 Section 94 (c), County Government Act, 2012
140  Nikita Caleb, The Place of Public Participation in Kenya at https://www.academia.edu/5171151/THE_PLACE_OF_PUBLIC_PARTICIPATION_IN_KENYA
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7•4	 Land tenure 

SWT should work with the Ministries of Lands in both Laikipia and Isiolo Counties and with 
the National Land Commission to spearhead efforts to address land tenure issues in the two 
Counties. The focus should be to advocate for the fast tracking of the Community Land Bill at 
the National level and resolving land tenure issues at the two Counties. As most lands in the two 
Counties have multiple claims, the two County governments, with the support of the SWT and 
other civil society organizations, should start testing out the provisions of the Community Land 
Bill to address this multiple claims. It would be advisable to put on hold any land transactions 
until the land tenure issues are resolved especially in Isiolo County. 

7•5	 Women	Education	and	Economic	Empowerment

President Obama was emphasised that “any nation that fails to educate girls or employs its 
women, and allowing them to maximize their potential, is doomed to fall behind in the global 
economy.”141The same applies in the context of Counties in Kenya. There is a close relationship 
between poverty and domestic violence. Coupled with retrogressive cultural practices, some of 
which SWT is already advocating against, the situation of indigenous women in the two Counties 
is dire and needs urgent interventions. 

Samburu Women Trust should undertake a study on indigenous girls education in the two 
counties. It should also do a survey of access to the Women Enterprise Fund and Uwezo funds 
by indigenous women in the two Counties. SWT should also work with the County governments 
to establishing a fund specifically targeted at Indigenous women economic empowerment in the 
two Counties. 

141 The Guardian, Barack Obama in Kenya: ‘no excuse’ for treating women as second-class citizens at http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/jul/26/barack-obama-condemns-
tradition-women-second-class-citizens-nairobi

Women Education and Economic empowerment: Photo by SWT
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8. Suggested	Next	Steps
At the validation workshop held in Isiolo on 5th August 2015 at the Transit Hotel, participants 
suggested the following next steps: -

a) Development of a memorandum to be presented to the LAPSSET Corridor Development 
Authority. Samburu Women Trust will lead this process.

b) A Northern Frontier LAPSSET Committee to be established at the meeting. The Committee 
will organize a visit to the Governor of Isiolo and Laikipia Counties for details on the LAPSSET 
Project including how LAPSSET will benefit Indigenous women in Isiolo. This will be followed 
up with a meeting to the LAPSSET Corridor Development Authority in Nairobi. 

c) The Committee will also follow up with their Members of Parliament (MPs) for the MPs to seek 
clarification on LAPSSET in parliament.

d) With the support of Samburu Women Trust, The committee and indigenous women from both 
Isiolo and Laikipia County will petition the government to include at least two (2) women from 
the Counties as Board members of the LAPSSET Corridor Development Authority. 

e) Members of County Assembly present pledged to follow up with the County government, 
invite legal experts for further clarifications on legal implications of the different components 
of the LAPSSET corridor program.  

f) A compensation framework for the trust land and communal land that will enable the 
communities to negotiate to be developed. This process will be led by Samburu Women Trust 
in collaboration with other NGOs and Community-based Organizations working in Isiolo and 
Laikipia Counties. 

g) A Northern Frontiers LAPSSET Committee was immediately formed to spearhead 
communities’ engagement with the LAPSSET corridor program in Northern Kenya. The 
10-person committee was drawn from indigenous women, youth, people with disabilities and 
religious leaders.Chosen members of the Committee included: 

i. Grace Lolim to represent the Turkana Community

ii. Paul Egeny to represent Religious Leaders

iii. Lucy Mworia to represent the Meru Community

iv. Hussein Mohamed to represent the Somali Community

v. Luigina Lesuuda to represent the Samburu Community

vi. Abdi Gagildele Mohamed to represent Special Interest Group

vii. Mary Stella to represent Minority Groups

viii. Valentine Nyaguthii to represent CSO/CBOs

ix. Peter Leshao to represent Group Ranches

x. John Tingoi to represent the Maasai Community
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